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An audiotape to give away at Chrysler dealers to prospects and those taking a test drive.


 





The action takes place in three locations - a wine bar/café, a Chrysler showroom and the interior of the car itself.





The listener will be able to differentiate between these locations by the sounds in the background, by fading in and out of the dialogue and by the sounds of the car on the move.





Cast:





Paul - aged 30-35, married with child





Bob -  Paul’s best friend, same age, single





Neon - female, 30-something, Chrysler Neon car (this should be a cultured, soft American accent - an American who’s been living in Europe for some time)








Scene One: Wine Bar background noise





Bob: There you go, glass of red, Chateau Latrine





Paul (depressed) : Very amusing, Bob, but I’m not in the mood.


 


Bob: What’s up then Paul? Haven’t seen you for months and when I do you’re looking down in the dumps. Simone and the baby OK?





Paul: No they’re fine. It’s just, well, if I’d known it was going to turn out this way, I never would have gone into that place.





Bob: Turn out like what? What place? What are you talking about?


 


Paul: Sorry Bob. I’d better start from the beginning. It was a Saturday. I’d dropped Simone and little George at the Swimming Pool and as I had some time to kill decided to go into the Chrysler dealers to look at the Cherokee, you know, out of interest, and that’s where I met her.. it was, well, love at first sight..








Scene Two: Chrysler Showroom background noise





 Neon (seductively): Well, hi there!





Paul (puzzled): Who.. who’s that?





Neon: Over here! That’s right. Here.





Paul: But.. but.. you’re a car!





Neon (sarcastically): And they said the British weren’t intelligent. That’s right. My name’s Neon. What’s yours?





Paul: Paul





Neon: Interested in something a bit different, Paul. Something that will put a smile on your face?





Paul: I’m a happily married man I’ll have you know! I’ve been with my current wife, er, I mean, car for five years now.





Neon: Then she’s getting a bit past it. Time you considered new wheels.. me, preferably.





Paul: But I know nothing about you. You’re American, aren’t you?


 


Neon: Sure, but I’ve been groomed for the European market. 





Paul: What does that mean exactly?





Neon: It means I’ve got American style and features, yet the performance and driving characteristics of a European. Born in the USA, bred in Europe. Some combination, huh?





Paul: Well you do look distinctly different from all the other girls, I mean cars.





Neon: Shapelier, I think  you’ll agree. Do you like my oval headlights by the way?





Paul: Very attractive, I couldn’t help noticing how big they were.





Neon (as if fluttering eyelashes): Come in handy at night, I can tell you.








Scene Three: Wine bar background noise





Bob: So you say this car started talking to you?





Paul: That’s right





Bob: I’d say you’ve been working too hard, mate. And what did you say she, I mean, it, was called?





Paul: Chrysler Neon. Though she wasn’t how you’d imagine an American car to be. She was compact on the outside, yet with lots of room inside. She said it was down to moving the windscreen as far forwards as possible and by having a long wheelbase and wide track.





Bob: So she was already getting down to the nitty gritty.  Got you interested then?





Paul: Well, as I was there, I had to have a peep under the bonnet, didn’t I..





Scene Four: Showroom background noises 





SFX: Bonnet being opened.





Neon: Now there’s something you don’t often see on a car my size.





Paul: Looks powerful


Neon: Two litre 16 valve 4 cylinder single overhead cam if you don’t mind me talking technical.





Paul: Must deliver good performance.





Neon: You bet! 124 miles an hour (199 kilometres an hour) for the automatic.. 117 (188) for the manual, that’s me by the way.





Paul: You did strike me as a fast mover, if you don’t mind me saying so..





Neon: I don’t like to hang around. My engine’s been specially built to be both rigid and light, which reduces noise, vibration and harshness. Makes for a smooth, quiet drive. Come on. Hop in. Take a spin!





Paul (reserved as if metaphorically straightening his tie): Don’t rush me. I’d like to know you a bit better first.





Neon (simpering): Can I tell you about my SMPI?





Paul: If you must.





Neon: It stands for Sequential Multipoint Fuel Injection System. Gives me great throttle response and a much smoother idle. 








Scene Five: Wine Bar background noise





Paul: The more she revealed about herself, the more intrigued I became.  





Bob: Come on then, don’t keep it to yourself.





Paul: She told me about her five speed gearbox with an automatic three speed option at no additional charge. 





Bob: That is unusual. Automatics usually cost a lot extra. What else?





Paul: Power steering as standard as well. Just 2.8 turns from lock to lock to make parking really easy. 





Bob: Come in handy for you. Whenever you park, you need a taxi to get to the kerb.





Paul: I hadn’t even taken her out yet and we started  talking about safety 





Scene Six: Chrysler Showroom





Neon: Say, while you’re round the back there, look at how my rear lights wrap round, makes it easier for others to see me at night.





Paul: Oh yes. And I like the centre high rear stop light on the boot. Can’t miss that if you brake suddenly.





Neon: Sure! Chrysler take safety really seriously. That’s why they’ve given me crumple zones, energy absorbing bumpers, a reinforced fuel tank, and side impact bars to protect against collision.





Paul: What about airbags?





Neon: I don’t want to boast, but you get driver and passenger airbags - both as standard. Sure you won’t take me for a ride?  





Paul: Not just yet, thanks. Mind if I look in the boot?





Neon: Be my guest.





SFX: Boot opening





Paul: Lots of luggage room, and that’s nicely thought out - the low boot line at the bottom makes access very easy.





Neon: There’s even more luggage space as well.





Paul: Sorry, how?





Neon: My rear seats split 60/40 so you can have one or both of them folded down. 





SFX: Noise of seat folding as appropriate





Paul: I see. Fold down the smaller rear seat and there’s room for long loads. I reckon my skis and fishing rods will fit in there.





Neon: You betcha. And still have space for a passenger or child seat. Clever eh.





Scene Seven: Wine Bar





Bob: Space for a child seat? So she’s safe and practical. That equals boring in my book.





Paul: Then you’d be wrong. I knew she’d be a class act, when I looked in the rear.


Bob: How do you mean?





Paul: Well, she had lots of thoughtful touches. Things like seat back storage pockets, child safety locks and power locking so you can lock all the doors from the driver’s position.





Bob: Driver’s position? So she finally tempted you to get behind the wheel?





Paul: I had to. After all, I felt I was really beginning to know her.








Scene Eight: Showroom inside car





SFX: Door opening, and clunking shut. Sounds of showroom dimmed. Car voice sounds closer, clearer and more intimate, cocooned in the richness of the car interior.





Neon: Well? What do you think?





Paul: There’s so much room in here. Doesn’t seem possible.





Neon: I don’t like being immodest, but they say I’ve got “class-leading leg, head and elbow room in both front and back.” You can adjust me for seat height and tilt as well.  





Paul: That’s good. I like the leather trim on the gear shift and steering wheel.





Neon: That’s adjustable as well, see. Oh and don’t miss the map lights up there on the rear view mirror.  Your passenger can study the map without disturbing your driving.





Paul: And what’s this on the sun visors?  Oh I see.  You slide the cover over and a light comes on automatically. 





Neon: Don’t miss the visor extension that slides over to give extra protection from glare..  





Scene Nine: Wine Bar Interior





Bob: So you were impressed?





Paul: Well there was so much to admire. Adjustable seat belt heights, map pockets in the doors, even drinks holders between the front seats. Still the small details didn’t detract from the big things.





Bob: Talking about those headlights again.





Paul: Don’t you ever think of anything else. No, I mean, air conditioning as standard.





Bob: Now that is big!





Paul: That’s not all. There’s loads of optional extras - ABS, Electric Sunroof, Power Windows, Aluminium Wheels, Remote Keyless Entry..





Bob: This is all well and good, Paul, but what’s she like on the road?





Paul: Well, as you guessed, I just had to take her out..





Scene Ten: Inside Neon on the move





SFX: Interior of Neon on the move with appropriate sounds





Neon: Enjoying yourself, Paul.





Paul: Tremendously. It’s like we’ve known one another for years. I do feel in control. Firm ride. Steering’s excellent.





Neon: That’ll be my rack-and-pinion. Did you know it was first used on sports vehicles?  That’s why I’m so responsive. How do you think I handle?





Paul: Beautifully. Comfortable but with sports car feel.





Neon: You can also thank my four wheel independent suspension, not something you’ll find on most of the competition. And as you’ve noticed, I’m specially tuned for European roads and drivers.





Paul: What about fuel consumption? 





Neon: Around town, I give you about yy miles per gallon, and on longer trips about zz. The automatic will do around xx and yy.


 


Paul: That’s very good! My own car’s a 1.6 and does about the same. How come?





Neon: It’s down to my efficient body shape and well chosen gear ratios. You’re beginning to sound convinced, Paul. So how about it. Gonna take me home to meet the wife and family? Come on don’t be shy. I’m dying to see your nice warm garage.





Scene Eleven: Wine Bar Interior





Bob: If you sounded so convinced, then how come the gloom? When I first saw you, you said you wished you’d never gone into the showroom. So did you take Neon home? It’s your round by the way.





Paul: Right. That’s the problem you see,





Bob: What, buying a round?





Paul: No, the car. I bought it.





Bob: Great! So why the long face? Oh, I get it. Simone didn’t like her, I mean, Neon? They didn’t take to one another?





Paul: That’s just it. Simone likes Neon so much I rarely get a chance to drive her. They’ve become almost inseparable.





Bob: But surely the Neon’s more a man’s car?





Paul: That’s just it Bob. You see when Chrysler design a car they do it to appeal to those with a certain attitude of mind. In the case of Neon, those who are young and young thinking. 





Bob: So it’s not just a car that speaks for itself, it attracts customers that think for themselves. Neat!  Well, let’s go and have a look at it.





Paul: I can’t. Simone’s using it. I came by bus. 





Bob: In that case you really can get another round in. 





Paul: Same again?





Bob: Yeah, Chateau Latrine.





Close: Neutral background





Neon: The Chrysler Neon.. the car that speaks for itself.. 
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